Almost, Tango

For Flute - Bb Clarinet - Violin - Cello - Percussion - Piano

By Kristian de Leon



Foreward & Performance Notes

Almost, Tango was originally a duet for flute and marimba that | submitted as my final project in composition class.
After rediscovering the piece while searching through old laptop folders, | decided | would re-orchestrate the piece for
a larger ensemble. In the middle of this re-orchestration project, | found myself running further and away from the
original piece and eventually ended up with a new chamber work.

This piece is inspired by the drunken chatter, gossip, and chaos of a small social gathering. You watch and enjoy
the crowd until eventually joining the sea of incoherent partygoers. After a confusing and surprising mix of events, the
details of the evening are eventually lost and you are left with a swirling cloud of half-memories that are not necessarily
what they seem.

The performance of this piece should capture the energy of idle chatter in a room full of strangers. The first
section is light and unserious, hearing glimpses of different conversations as you walk around a party. The second
section becomes increasingly more wild and unrefined as inhibitions drop and affairs become more exciting. The final
section is hazy and dreamlike, as fragments of the night’'s events swim in and out of your conscience and eventually fade.
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